The effect of haemodialysis and transplantation on autonomic neuropathy.
Autonomic nerve function as measured by the Valsalva ratio and the blood pressure response to sustained hand grip, is impaired in chronic renal failure. Treatment with haemodialysis results in insignificant improvement in the Valsalva ratio and a trend towards improvement in the hand grip tests. Transplantation improves but does not return to normal the Valsalva ratio, whereas the hand grip test is rapidly restored to normal.